Guest editor’s letter

Kurt Hertzog

Getting out and about

Reflecting on my 30+ years of woodturning,

I recall my beginnings and the journey so far.

When considering the highlights, they don't centre
on gear, turnings, or time spent in the shop. From
my perspective, the most enjoyable aspect of
woodturning has been the people. The camaraderie
of fellow turners, whether they are club members,
students, event attendees, or instructors |'ve studied
with over the years. Creating something unique or
challenging has always been rewarding and remains
so. That said, the time spent with fellow turners
stands out in my memory the most. Attending
symposia, meeting the big names, participating in
non-stop rotations, visiting the instant galleries, and
watching demonstrations at my local clubs are the
most memorable parts of my woodturning experience.

As technology has evolved, our tools, equipment and
meansof communication have made greatstrides.These
advances have contributed significantly to the craft, but
lalso perceiveadownside.Wearebecomingmoreisolated
inthispastime.Muchlikethedeclineofshoppingmalls,restaurantsand
variousstorefronts,thenecessitytotraveland‘bethere’isdiminishing.
Withtheriseofone-clickonlineshopping, next-daydeliveryandfood
delivery apps, there is less incentive to leave the house. Everything
needed or wanted can be accomplished from the computer.

This has impacted woodturning as well. Don’t get me wrong, lam a
huge fan of IRD (interactive remote demos) for all the benefits and
opportunities they add to the experience. As someone who has
travelledanddemonstratedformanyyears,Irecognise thesignificant
timeandexpenseinvolved.Nowwe canenjoythedemonstrationand
interact with a demonstrator across town or even on the other side
of the globe at our and their convenience. For the demonstrator, the
disadvantagesoftravellingtoandbeingonsitehavebeeneliminated.
They can remain at home, demo in their shop, have everything they
needrightathandand, asidefromthe demotime, continue with their
everyday life.

For those who turn as their primary source of income, this is a

considerable advantage. No additional productive time lost due to
travel. With the costs of the IRD covered by the attendees, often from
multiple clubs in different locations, virtually any demonstrator can
be afforded. The attendee can watch on the big screen at their local
club/eventorattendfromhomeinreal-timeordelayed.Symposiaare
beingimpactedinthe same manner. The huge costs associated with

planning and executing an event can be reduced by having IRDs be
partoftheevent.Thecostsavingscanbedramatic.Beingabletoreach
thoseunabletoattend, having contentavailableforthosewhomissed
because of schedule conflicts, and providing an additional revenue
stream for the event are all benefits. The symposia are all struggling
with being the most cost-effective event to continue to exist.

Igenuinelyhopewedontbecomeasociety of shut-ins. Lockdowns,
remote instant access to nearly anything, fast and efficient delivery
systems, and continuing cost pressures have driven much of society
toincreasedisolation.ldotakepartinallthesemodern‘conveniences’
with the rest of society, but | endeavour to maintain and enjoy in-
person, face-to-face experiences as much as | can. I'm hoping that
you are doing the same. Kurt
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Find us on Instagram and follow us on @woodturning__magazine and share your work
with us using #woodturningmagazine or email us on WTEditorial@thegmcgroup.com



